
The Perfect Lousy Day Road Trip 
Plan a minimum of 3-5 hours for this venture into the Skykomish Valley, visiting towns, vistas and heritage sites. This 
lousy day road trip mirrors the day trip documented in the Sky Valley Arts Council blog post An Almost Perfect “Lousy” 
Day in Skykomish Valley.   

The Skykomish Valley referred to as the Sky Valley by the locals [Sultan to Stevens Pass] is beautiful driving country. 
Home to the Wild Sky Wilderness and Scenic Skykomish River, its natural beauty will captivate you at every turn any 
time of year. The region has world class outdoor recreation outfitters, a growing arts culture, and the heritage of the 
region has intriguing 19-century roots. This road trip will wash away the distractions of urban life and remind you why 
living in the Pacific Northwest is particularly delightful.   

Note: If you are driving an electric car our valley has charging stations in Sultan & Skykomish. 

Sultan 
Start in the town of Sultan, the Sky Valley’s largest town. Today we are only passing through but make some notes for a 
future visit to Osprey Park or a local festival.   Sultan Main Street is the home of the Sky Valley Visitor Information Center 
– stop here for any needed direction.   

The Drive …. Continue on U.S. 2/ Stevens Pass for 14 miles turn left onto Index-Galena Road and drive 1 mile into 
town center. 

The Inspiration … Mountain & River vistas at every turn.  

Index 
With the North Fork of the Skykomish River running right through town, and the granite Index Wall bordering the 
wilderness to the NW, Index is a gateway to outdoor recreation paradise. Avenue A offers views of the river and 
mountains and a walk or drive around town has vistas in every direction.  The small town also has a growing arts culture. 
The annual Index Arts Festival in August with a full day of music is not to be missed. The town’s Pickett Historical 
Museum on Avenue A [open weekends after Memorial Day & by appointment] is named for a 19th c photographer who 
worked the area.  The museum is a wealth of local history and has unbelievable photos of when the town population 
was close to 2000. The Bush House Inn 1898 is located on Index Ave and is in the process of renovation and placement 
on the national register.  The Outdoor Adventures River House is a welcoming place for refreshment and planning a 
future outdoor activity in the area.  A wall in the River House displays historic photos and art work by local artists. 

The Drive … Return to U.S. 2/ Stevens Pass for the 15 mile drive to Skykomish. Note: The Der Baring Store & Café as 
mentioned by Catherine Gill is open year around and is located in Baring – milepost 41 

The Inspiration … Wild Sky Wilderness, Waterfalls & Trails. 

Skykomish 
Exit U.S. 2/ Stevens Pass for Skykomish, cross the bridge and you will be in Skykomish.  Railroad Avenue is a charming 
place to stop and explore. There is a very informative kiosk in the park that tells Skykomish history.  It’s a fun place to 
stretch your legs, visit the heritage sites and stop into the local businesses.   Skykomish Historical Museum [open 
weekends after Memorial Day & by appointment] is a resource for history and research in this area. Across the railroad 
tracks is the recently renovated Great Northern & Cascade Depot and Park [open weekends after Memorial Day]. In 
summer months the town is the place to find paddle boarders on the river, outdoor park activities and walking tours of 
the town. Local artists have a market the 2nd Saturday of the month June thru August. 

The Drive … Return on U.S. 2 /Stevens Pass   

Keep in touch with the Sky Valley Arts & Heritage Activities on www.skyvalleyartscouncil.com & twitter @skyvllyfestival 
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